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24. Intestines of a Pig, which, for six weeks before death, had been fed with 
“ Typhoid Dejections .”—Dr. Murchison exhibited these to the Pathological 
Society of London, and observed that although it was generally admitted that 
the true typhus fever is eminently contagious, many still entertained doubts as 
to the contagious nature of the so-called “typhoid fever;” yet it was difficult to 
explain, in any other way, the facts which had been adduced by Brotonneau, 
Gendron, Piedvache, and others. Some observers, and more particularly Dr. 
Budd, of Bristol, and the late Dr. Snow, had thought that typhoid fever was 
propagated by the dejections from the bowels. Without questioning the validity 
of this supposition, Dr. Murchison expressed his belief that many of the facts 
which had been urged in its support might be explained on the hypothesis of a 
spontaneous origin of the fever from the putrid emanations from the drains, 
which had been thought merely to convey the poison. All those who had con¬ 
sidered that the fever might be communicated by the dejections had been strong 
opponents of the possibility of its spontaneous origin. It was obviously of great 
importance, both in a medical and a sanitary point of view, to determine whether 
fever might be communicated in the manner just alluded to. The experiment 
had been undertaken in order to throw some light upon this question; and its 
results w 7 ere offered simply for what the results of one experiment might be 
worth. A pig had been selected for the experiment for the following reasons : 
1. Because in its diet it approached most nearly to man; and it was thought 
that less difficulty would be encountered in making it submit to the experiment 
than with other animals. 2. There were few or no animals in which the struc¬ 
tures that became specially diseased iu typhoid fever, viz, Peyer’s patches, were 
so well developed. 3. Because there was evidence that the pig was liable to 
typhoid fever. Cases of the disease, in this animal, in which the characteristic 
lesions had been found after death, have been described by Palke and other 
writers on veterinary medicine. The pig selected was between three and four 
months old. Care was taken that the dejections were obtained from typhoid 
patients in whom they presented the light ochrey colour peculiar to the disease 
in the most marked degree; they were mixed up with barley-meal and other 
articles of food. The first was given on Sept. 9th, 1858. For the first three 
weeks one was given every day, or every second or third day. During the next 
fortnight, two or three were given every day; and, during the last week, one 
every second day. They were eaten greedily. On two different occasions, dur¬ 
ing the first fortnight, the animal had slight diarrhoea, lasting for twelve hours, 
and its ears felt rather hot; but these symptoms speedily subsided. With these 
exceptions, the animal exhibited no abnormal symptoms; its stools were of nor¬ 
mal consistence, and it increased greatly in weight and size, as was shown by 
measurements taken at the commencement and at the termination of the experi¬ 
ment. On Oct. 23d it was killed, and its body opened. There was abundance 
of subcutaneous fat, and the muscular tissue appeared healthy in every respect. 
The intestines throughout were healthy. There was not the slightest trace of 
any recent or old ulceration anywhere, nor of any thickening or alteration of 
Peyer’s patches, or of the solitary glands. The mesenteric glands were not en¬ 
larged.— Ibid. 

25. On a peculiar Black or Blue partial Coloration of the Skin, which is 
sometimes observed in Women, particularly round the Eyelids. By Leroy De 
Mericourt. Besides the four cases of this singular affection described by Neli- 
gan, M. quotes one case described by Yonge in 1709. She was a girl of 16, na¬ 
tive of Portsmouth, never menstruated, and black coloration gradually disap¬ 
peared iu six months; and another described by Billard in 1813, also a girl of 
16, whose face, neck, and upper part of the breast, particularly the brow, ala; 
nasi, and round the mouth, presented a beautiful blue colour, which could be 
wiped off with a towel, and coloured the white linen. She had menstruated re¬ 
gularly for two years; and from that date had observed the blue coloration round 
her eyes, which disappeared in the open air, but speedily returned, so soon as 
she began to work in a warm close room. After a year, the blue coloration 
spread over her face, neck, and belly, and no longer disappeared in the open air. 
Subject to a dry cough, she occasionally expectorated a little blood, especially 
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about her menstrual period, after this had passed, accompanied by vomiting and 
expectoration of blood; she was paler, breathed more freely, and the blue colors 
tion was almost gone; increased heat and vascular excitement brought out the 
colour stronger; the blue colour was tested by various re-agents; and, as amongst 
those which neutralized the colour, bicarbonate of soda seemed the least hurtful, 
it was given internally, and in twelve days the coloration was once more restricted 
to the circumference of the eye, the brow, and the al® nasi. M. has himself ob¬ 
served in Brest no fewer than five cases; the first three he relates summarily, as 
they occurred some years ago, and the phenomena were incompletely manifested. 
The respective individuals were from seventeen to twenty years of age, previous 
health in two of them normal, in the third dysmenorrhcea, hysteria, and megrim 
co-existed. Twice the dark coloration came on, after sudden suppression of the 
menses. In one case, fainting, headache, palpitation, and oppressed breathing, 
were the immediate results of the suppression, the coloration beginning two days 
subsequently on the upper and lower eyelids, other dark stains likewise making 
their appearance on various parts of the body. The dark colour was paler in 
the morning, and became darker after exposure to any excitement or high tem¬ 
perature. After two years her catamenia recurred ; the dark colour, however, 
remained, withstanding the effects of marriage and several confinements, expe¬ 
riencing, however, a perceptible diminution during lactation. Since then the 
colour has become markedly paler, although the menses are still incomplete. In 
the second case, there was also markedly less colour in the morning, which could 
also at such times be partly wiped off, but speedily recurred; in this case, as 
well as in the third, the colour remained during pregnancy. The fourth case 
was a newly married woman, aged twenty-two, who first menstruated in her se¬ 
venteenth year, and a year after, while menstruating, fell into the water up to her 
waist, whereby the menses were suddenly suppressed, and she was seized with 
headache, palpitation, oppressed breathing, and colic pains, and also expecto¬ 
rated blood several times. Pour days subsequently, she remarked a dark colora¬ 
tion of the lower lids, which speedily increased in extent and intensity. Pour 
months after the menses recurred, the black colour remaining, however, much 
the same, paler in the morning, more remarkable after excitement or exposure to 
high temperature; lately, however, it has become much less. The fifth case was 
a brunette child’s-maid, aged twenty, who menstruated first at seventeen, and had 
been hitherto in good health. About two months ago, three days after normal 
menstruation, she remarked a dull blue coloration of both lower eyelids, which 
had next day assumed a darker tint, like china ink, and extended down the cheeks. 
Examination with a magnifying glass showed that, as in Neligan’s case, the co¬ 
loration depended on a multitude of dark points, wiping with a towel stained 
the latter; but neither wiping nor washing sufficed to remove the colour. This 
coloration, according to M., consists in a pigment deposit on the surface of the 
epidermis. Neligan and Hebra have supposed, from the punctuated appearance 
of the coloration, that its seat was in the sebaceous follicles. M. rejects this, 
because any connection between menstruation and these follicles is unknown, 
while pigmentation stands in acknowledged relation to many uterine conditions, 
as pregnancy, for example. M. particularly refers to the evanescence and muta¬ 
bility of the coloration in several cases as incompatible with this theory of its 
origin, and without speaking positively, seems to regard the punctuated appear¬ 
ance as more probably depending on pigmental alterations of the openings of the 
perspiratory ducts. The eyelids are the chief seat of this coloration, partly be¬ 
cause of the fineness of their integuments, partly because of the acknowledged 
sympathy of the eye with the sexual organs. M. considers that Neligan's de¬ 
finition, “ Stearrhcea nigricans” is erroneous and premature, and that a circum¬ 
locutory title is to be preferred, until more is known regarding the nature of the 
affection. Prom the ten cases already described, M. draws the following conclu¬ 
sion : Etiology. The individuals affected were from sixteen to twenty-two years 
old; two were sixteen; eight had not yet menstruated; the disease always com¬ 
menced in the unmarried state. In eight cases there were either dysmenor- 
rhoea or amenorrhcea; only in one case was menstruation unaffected; thrice 
there was sudden suppression of the menses (twice after exposure to cold, once 
after mental excitement). Nino cases occurred in towns situate near the sea. 
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five of these in Brest. Two patients were of fair complexion (Blondinen). The 
eruption of the disease was usually sudden, yet it always took some days to 
reach its height. The shortest duration of the disease has been three months; 
another case has already lasted seven years. In tedious cases, the coloration 
endures in spite of the return of the menses, or parturition itself, though both 
bring about variations in it. In one case nursing was beneficial. Its disappear¬ 
ance was never sudden, always gradual. The therapeutics must always have 
respect to the apparent prime cause, anormal menstruation; the due regulation of 
that is sometimes followed by disappearance of the coloration, always by a di¬ 
minution of its tint.— Ed. Med. Journ., Nov. 1858, from Archiv. G<Sn., 1857. 

26. Lesions and Pathological Phenomena caused by the Presence of Lumbrici 
in the Biliary Ducts. —Dr. E. Bonfils, after combating Cruveilhier’s opinion that 
intestinal worms can be introduced into the biliary ducts only after death or dur¬ 
ing the death struggle, analyzes the 23 cases which he has collected, in which 
lumbrici were discovered in the ductus communis clioledochus, in the gall-bladder, 
or in the hepatic duct; in 2 cases the lumbrici were perfectly fresh and still living; 
in 1 the worm was dead and slightly altered, was of a pure white, and softened; 
in 1, reported by M. Forget, a lumbricus occupying the ductus communis and the 
ductus hepaticus was perfectly fresh, while another occupying an abscess in the 
right lobe of the liver was softened and macerated, evidently having been long 
dead; in 1 case a lumbricus formed the nucleus of a biliary calculus. The symp¬ 
toms varied much in the different cases, but the author considers that the presence 
of the following circumstances justifies the conclusion that we have to deal with 
the presence of a lumbricus in the biliary ducts: the sudden appearance of mor¬ 
bid phenomena, without appreciable moral or physical causes, of considerable 
intensity, characterized by very violent pain, combined with deep colour of the 
skin, vomiting, &c., similar to the symptoms accompanying calculus in the biliary 
passages; a rapid disappearance of all phenomena on the discharge of the worm; 
the concurrence of these symptoms, unassociated with general colicky pains (co- 
liques exUrieures), are regarded by the author as indicative of a lumbricus being 
the foreign body which has entered the biliary ducts, and having thus arrested 
the passage of the bile.— Brit, and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., Oct., 1858, from Arch. 
Generates, June, 1858. 

27. Development of the Larvae of Dipterce in the Frontal Sinuses and Nasal 
Fossce of Man, at Cayenne. By C. Coquerel, Surgeon to the Imperial Marine. 
—Five cases are reported by Drs. St. Pair and Chapuis, the medical officers at¬ 
tached to the Convict Hospital at Cayenne, in which the most violent symptoms, 
followed in three by death, were produced by the immigration and subsequent 
multiplication of a diptera into the nasal and frontal cavities. In most of the 
cases several hundred larva; were evacuated by ulceration and necrosis of parts 
investing the cavities. The cases all present symptoms so closely resembling one 
another, that it will suffice to give one in detail. 

Goujon, a watchman, was admitted into the Hospital of Cayenne on the 5th of 
September, 1855, complaining of intense pain in the supra-orbital region and in 
the right side of the face; there was neither tumefaction nor change of colour. 
On the following day there was severe headache, the other symptoms remaining. 
On the 8th of September the right side of the face was swollen, and a sanguino- 
lent fluid was discharged from the nasal fossae. On the 9th the whole face pre¬ 
sented an erysipelatous swelling, with oedema of the eyelids and of the upper lip ; 
the skin was stretched, hot, and shining; on the bridge of the nose a tumour of 
a purple hue appeared, from which, on being incised, black fetid blood escaped. 
The patient having sat down, a larva was discharged by the nose. An injection 
of warm water into the nasal fossae brought away about a dozen larvse resembling 
the first. Delirium ensued; the head was bent back; the pulse hard and quick; 
the skin hot, with much thirst; the swelling of the face extended to the forehead, 
while the tumefaction of the eyelids entirely concealed the ball of the eye. Several 
injections of a solution of chloride of soda were made, and about twenty larvae 
removed with the current. On the night of the 9th the symptoms previously men¬ 
tioned became more severe; local and general bloodletting, revulsive remedies 



